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An “Interesting Faet,” Sure Enough
E are particularly and happily affected
by one statement in the report the Ad-
ministrative Board has just submitted to the
Mayor. This statement, which calls atten-
tion to the probability that the Street Clean-
ing Department will have use for a little more
rendy cash, is as follows:

It s an interesting faet that smooth-
paved stroets, neglected, become fully ns
objectionable, if not worse, than the
ordinary  strecots, and require repeated
and careful aning to make them
herrabile.

This i indeed an “‘interesting fact,” and
no less interesting than truthful, and we can
understand how forcefully it must have been

impressed on the Administrative Board  in
peregrinations  over Richmond's thorough-
fares.

Would it be indisereet (o inquire of the
hoard, now that the interesting fact has
soaked in:

“What are you going to do with 1 ?"

Prudishness Made Ridiculous
MORAL wave has struck the town of

Grayville, 111, which is close enough to
Chicago 1o bask in the reflecied glory of a
western metropolis, and the school board has
notified high school girls that they can no
longer play basketball in bloomers, but must
henceforth wear long skirts and shirtwasts,
The penalty is well, the penalty is the dis-
pleasure of the honorable board members, of
course, plus the prohibition of the use of the
sehool's name.

This harks back 1o the age, long gone,
when for the time bloomer girls on bieveles
made folk shudder until they got used to ir.
But it is just a trifle more ridiculous than
any protest against common sense dress that
has recently been recorded. In the day of
the hobble skirt, shadow gown, petticoatless
attire, split skirt and Heaven knows whbat not
follles, 1o prohibit the use, In an athletie sport,
of clothing that makes for proficiency and
puarantees safety s to move the hands
the clock away back 1o nowliere,

There must be something discased in minds
that funetion after this fashion.

Has Germany Gone Ml
VENTS will have to prove to what extent
the madness thar seems 1o have taken
possession of the German press and of other
exponents of Germen unofliclal opinion has

infected alzo lh--__l_:--_ruum“nm.'i roment,  Ber-
Hn newspapers continne to assert that the
declaration of the waters surrounding the

British Isles as o war zone must furnish this
country with notlee to keep out, and 1 hit
shonld the warning be disregarded, Germany

ig absolvidd from all responsibility  for all
COnsequenees
Despite these wild statenients, we cannot

believe

sanetion
advlsers
United States o
surrender of s
tlonabls right

haps Germuny 1
UNACCON izt
blockad,

thiat othiela] Germany will give them
wction. Possibly the Kalser's
willing 1o believe that the
be bintfed into a virtual
unquestioned and unques-
ns neutral nation.  Per-
aunehit that a mere warning,
Vooany pretense of lnwriual
would keep our ships and our men

it

Y

it

outside the war zone IT that thought was
ever held. It must have bheen Hepelled by
the firmm and stitosmantike note addressed
hy this sovernment to the German Foreign
O Mo,

The stand taken in that note i the stand
taken by overy loval Amoerican izen,  Wa
want no troubhle with Germany and we soek
none. We shall feel svmpathy with the (GQer-
man people if. throuegh the hazard andd the
hilterness of war, they ure reduced 1o any
portion of the misery and suftering inflicted
on Belgium Bt Germnny will not bhe per-
mitted 1o vi resentment aguinst Britain
On our peopl There need he no mistake
whovt that 1

Von Hindenburg Beats ek Tovade:s

NCE mor

e tremendous importance of

BVELOT) strategie rafl-
8 heen deniogs nid thie Russian
Fast 1y talted and hurled
back by reinforcements of Von Hindenburg's
veterans rushed to 1
the Mazurlan Luake

Grirrmian Oif

S

dvasion

(13!

el of battle along

On the frontiers of Polund and FEast
Prussia the forees of the Coar myst outnum-
her greatly those of the Kaiser, bnt 80 -
mirable are the railvwoy (o ities that the
foresight of the Germwan goperal Staff has
provided that Von Hindenbure, in almost

every case, has heen uhl
man, the armies of Grund Duke Nicholas,
wherever they have menaced German  soll.
Sometimes the Russians wctunlly have heen
roverwhelmed.  The military maxim imputed
. to General Forrest, “‘to get thar fustest wigh
- the mostest men,” has never had more suye-
‘censful application than that given it by (he
gentus of the Teutonic leader.

~ Twice in this war the Mazurian
 have drowned Itussian hopes.
5 the later Russian reverse in (his

1o oppose, man for

lakes
Accounts of
field are con-

of |

" ought to divide.

| dreds of thousands of American hearts.

flicting, but Berlin accounts it a great viec-
tory, at least temporarily decisive. Unques-
tionably, it represents a serious setback to
Russian arms.

It is noteworthy, however, that every Ger-
man triumph is achieved at greater cost—
and still the Russian hordes come on and on.
No gallantry, no military genius, no strategle
railways, however admirable, nor lake and
morass, however helpful to the resistance of
invasion, ean withstand indefinitely the sheer
welght of overpowering numbers.

Need of Democratic Unity
HE TIMES-DISPATCH dces not recall that
it has used the words “‘traitors to their
party' to deseribe the membership of the
Democratic opposition to the ship-purchase
hill, as alleged by one of our correspondents.
That would represent a rather extreme view
of the situation, to which we have not com-
mitted ourselves.

On the contrary., we have been at pains to
concede to these gentlemen—1to use a phrase
thit has been cmployed in this connection—
“the honesty as well as the courage of their
convictions.” Under the circumstances, that
is about as far as ardent Democrats, who he-
lieve in Demoeratic prineiples and wish fer-
veutly to keep the Democracy in power, ought
to be willing to go.

To answer directly the question of
correspondent, we do not believe that Repre-
sentatives or Senators in Congress should
“vote as directed by the leader or leaders of
a certain party, even though it be contrary
to their sincerest convictions and beliefs.”
Our lament has been that any considerable
portion of the majority in Congress should
find their “sincerest convictions and beliefs” in

direct and ineradicable conflict with the views |

‘ol their party colleagues.

Governmewt by party, sueh ag we have in
this country, contemplates the vielding of in-
dividual views on questions of poliey and
method that do not involve principle. Other-
wise, party government would he impossible,
No majority in Congress would ever be ahle
to obtain the enactment of a consistent and
congtructive program of legislntion, if the
minority, always actively hostile, should re-
ceive at intervals substantial aceretions from
within the majority's ranks.

There is no principle involved in this ship-
purchase legislation, on which Demoerats
In effect, it is an application
of government ownership to a situation ad-
mittedly intolernble, for which no other
remedy has been sugeested. The suggested
remedy is not without ample precedent. The
United States owns the Panama Steamship
Company and it is preparing to build a rall-
road through Alaska, to take two examples
directly in point. Both represent govern-
ment action, not in opposition to or competi-
tion with private enterprise, but in default of
that enterprise.

There is a presidential election in less than
two years. Two yvears ago victory was easy,
because the opposition was divided, bhut two
years hence we must fight a united Republi-
canism, hungry for spoils, longing to repeal
Democratie legislution and diseredit Demo-
cratie policies oand helped by all *he forces
of special privilege 1he country can muster,
If it is to hope ror vietory. the Democracy
must present a united front
enemy.
and mutinous, ready to eriticlze on small
provocation and desert on less, what chance
has it of perpetuating the policies it helieves
best fitted to promote the happiness and as-
sure the prosperity of the American people?

It is this aspect of the matter that causes
us to survey with such anxfous apprehension
every evidence of division. In our judg-
ment, the sueccess ol the Democeracy - is of

higher consequence to the whole nation than |

the trinmph of the individual views of Mr,
O'Gorman or Mr. Vardaman, or of any of
their followers.

Justification for this stand will he supplied
in ample measure should the Republlicans, by
any mischance, return to power. Instead of
$20,000,000 invested in steamships owned
and controlled hy the goyernment, we shall
have a larger sum disbursed in annual sub-
sfdies to the government's maritime favoriles.

Instead of policies designed to promote the !

general  welfare, we shall have other
policies intended to foster the interests and
fill the pockets of special classes and indivi-
duals. That is why this is a Democratic
newspaper, and why we are filled with grief
and disappolntizent by every tendency toward
party disunion. :

Fanny Crosby
HE death of Fanny Croshy will bring a
pang of almost intimate grief to hun-
She
was suid to have been the most prolific writer
of gospel hymns since Isane Watls, Al the
time of her death she was ninety-five years
old, and she had been blind since infancy.
Of the many hymns she wrote, perhaps the
best known is “Safoe in the Arms of Jesus,”
suaz countless times in churches wherever
the English language is spoken. One of the
stanzas is as follows:
Safe Inthe arms of Jiesus,
Sife on Hig gentle breast;
There, by His love o'ershaded,
HSweetlt my soul shill rest.
Hark! "tis the volrs of angels,
Borne fn o song to me, !
Over the fielids of glory,
Over the jasper sen,

P'erhaps this is not poetry in its highest

expression, but in the influenca the song has |

exerted and the effect wrought, it is sowmnething
hetter, Tt is a great thing to have carried
consolatlon and peace to weary, world-worn
hearts,

A Russian swain asked a Chicago police-
man's permission to marry a blushing maid
at his stde, slipping the copper a $2 note with
it sly wink, Right away the copper saw a
bold white slaver, and rushed the pair to the
station, where a trusted interpreter explained
that it was ali perfeetly regular; a New York
policeman had established the shake-down in

the foreigu seetion where the two formerly |

lived, and they thouglit Gotham graft was a
nalitual custom!

‘aris Is arming aloft for the reception of
Zoppeling in numbers.  London is preparing
its outposts to repel the invaders of the air,
Is it possible that at last we are (o have a
story from the front that will he nnusunl
cncugh to qualify as news?

It appears now that there will have to he
special  session of Congress, for which
doubtful blessing the energetic Eentlemen of
the 8Senate who conduected the filibuster

agalnst the ship-purchase bill will have to
accept the hlame,

Reports submitted at the annual meeting

_ of the Chamber of Commerce ware enough 1o

mike the calamity howler hide his head,

There will be plenty of time in the next
thirca weeks to take the ax out of tax.

our |

to the common |
It its own forces are disorganized

;
|
|
Il has
{
|

|
1 opportunity to play checkers on a pilr of coat-
|
|

| SONGS AND SAWS

No Apprecintion,
“1 find the world Is so unkind,"
The ludy poct pouted.
“To pocsy ‘tls deaf and blind
Unless cach ode be shouted,

h
&
s

P

]

“It has no eyes for violets,
In literary posles,

But puts its unconsldered hets
On huge, crass cabbage roses.

“Full oft it seems a waste of time
To write & perfect sonnet,

Well knowlng, in this age and clime,
No laurels will drop on it

“Yes, ves, the world is so unkind,”
The gentle poet pouted.

“1t Is o painful blow, I find,
To have one's genlus doubted.d

The Peswlmist Snys:
Don't =it passive and holleve evervihing vou
hear.,

Tell o few of your own, and get even.

A Polltleal Faflure.

“Io you regard Senator
Highup as a really great
slatesman

"I should say not! \Why,

mud in the tonneau.

dircetly contrary to his own
private Interests'
| = =
| An Unwilllng Benefacetor.
| Grubbs—1 understand that the country roadls
are sumewhat improved recently.
Stubbs—They ought to be. The last time 1
wis out in my ear | collected most of thelr
|

In the Snme Line.
YD you  know that Dy, Pullemhard,
L dentist, was @ good deal of an artjst,”
“Well, 1 knew he had a conslderable
for drawing."

the

talent

| Dividing the Labor.
"o you belleve in the rule of

| asked the interested constituent.

“In reasonable moderation,” replied Alderman

the people?

Doughbag. “My thought 15 that the people
should rule themselves, while my friends amd
I look after the finances of the elty xovern-
ment.'”

Perfectly Modent,
Y1 do not like to make o howl,”
Said Subbubs, homeward bound:
“But 1 do feel there should be straps
Enough to go around."”
THE TATTLER.

Gossip From “Down Home"

Says  the Rocky Mount Telegram:
chlvkens arrested, yoads o headline ov
| ticle from Asheville,

Tivge

“UFifly
¢r nn ar-
To say the least, the head-

are game roosters, taken when the otticers rali-

ed a blg chicken feht near Asheville on Sun-

Ldaytt But why should an headline of this char-

1;:»-1\-:' tdecelve even mementarily o modest aned

1. discreet North Carolina editor?

| “The wise farmer” according to the Reids.

| ville Heview, “says it Is rotation for him. Ha

I Hrows corn and peas, feeds the product to his

| hoga, and they turn It into meat. He zrows

I cattle, grazes and futtens them, sells surplus

| butter and milk, and the packing house tukes

every heef anlmal as soon as he s ¢ ady o |
sell. 1w has lenrned that corn and forage erops |
iare more valuable 1f there are hogs and cattle

L on the farm, and that hogs and cattle nre more
viluable If there Is plenty of corn, forage and
#razing on the farm.” This Is rather more than

rotation; It sounds a good deal ke perpetuil
motion.
There is no pallantry In the heart of the
Greensboro Itecord. Tt savs: “The Lesisliture
passed an act permittlvg women to algn

petitions for an electlon for bonds where thelr

property ls subject to tax. If they can vaote
like some of them can talk when taxpaying time
comes around, they will be a power, hut If 11
tnkes them as long to vote as it does to talk
to the tax collector or aszscssors, they will
never be able to get through before the pulls
cloge!  Soon after the North Carollnn women

ket the ballot, folks “down home” will have an

tails. They will Lelong 1o the editor

Record, and thelr perpendicularity to his hody
| wiil be oeceasioned by the intensity of his flight
Pioward the tall grass,

One Tarheel industry at least has not suffered
depression as the result of war
Uity Grit: “Nineteen thousand
nud nine rabbits were shipped from Siler Cihty
during the season endineg February 1, ns com-
pared with 18,068 for the snme period last vear™
Awl the rabbit erop for next year promises to
Lie guite as large.

cight hundred

The High Point Enterprise records that—
“Judge Carter fined Sollcitor Abernathy for not

sitting down wheih he told him to do so. This
, was contempt of court, although the Saollcitor
' 1s part of the court. Mowever, under a nre-

cedent set hy Judge Clark years ago, the court

can fina and hnprison itself” 1t 1s not lm-
possiblo that some courts deserve that treat-
ment,
Current Editorial Comment
i

Have we not been prone to
| Yanls vonfuse the transcendent power |
! I":‘."_h" of the materiagl lforces at man's
| .01’ frue disposal with the powers of man |
Edueation liimself, which never more than

now necded coltivation and dis

cipllne?  Increase of power I8 no gain unless
rightly used, and even from the strictly utlli-
tarian point of view it will not answer to con- |

centrate attentlon on thi
vialues: It
practieal education,
siderAte, s=teady In
action, might prove

ms and neglect spiritual
I8 eonceivable thut
If It made men sober, con-
thought and  deliberate in
to be practical in the very
hlghest sense. The twenticth century  cannot
possibly  he deficient In that kind of “real”
knowledge which hasso inarvelously transformed
the waorkd in a century: the great problem to
which education must be shaped g the prohlemn

of  combining this with an  adequate cthileal
culture and diselpline of characier.  Any cduen-
| thon  which lacks guel fortifving clements |Is
I liko a frail bark sent to sea with a heayy load
| of valuable mahinery, but not bullt to with-
| stand such a erude and freational misehanee as
il tempest, It seems highly probable that Lhies

| effect of fthe war npon educatlonal idenls will
e to put a new emphasis upon thiz double re-
[ quirement. . Weoe shall be compelled to see that
I etliciency not an end In o itself, hut only n
| means to an end which may or may not he the
| right end; that the “usefal” must be useful for
something, amd that knowledge

necessarlly n blessing. It may well he
| that as soon a8 the world beging to recover

from the present shocl, the immediate effect
| will be a clarifylng of cduciationanl ideals, a new
| sense on the one side of the necessity of modern
| knowledge, and a4 new comprehension on the
tother of the golid value of the old intellectunl
digeipline. 11 dry-as-dust routine on the one
hand amd ephemeral fads on the other can be

i=

oven is not

eliminated, It should be possible 1o pelieve the |
madn end to |

| necdod synthesis, and this is the
whieh educatlonal thought should just now be
dlrvected.—Springfield Republican,

High Cast the higher Ueense foo that a Lill

of Getting
Married

the General Assembly would fimn-

pose,  To bie sure, the Increase s
only from §1 to 22, but in these
| times every dellar counts, Nesides, tho purpose
| of the llcenme syatem I8 unt 1o roise revenuo,
{ but to throw proper safeguards about the
| marriaga relatlon. The fee could be made sn
| high that the system would fadl allagether In
l b 5
_il ’ - L ¥

4l
have knewn that man to vote |

wWill e gobbled by the piaragraphers over |
the State. But the paoint s, they are not the
kind of chickens that you might think: theso

| 1w

of the |

Sava the Siler |

woseemingly un- |

hoped |

Marrlage costs enough without”

Introduced In the lower house of |

I this purpose, and the number of Irregular unlons

| would be Increased, although It may be ad-
| mitted that most men who contemplate an
entranee Into the holy esties of matrimony
count the cost qfterward,  The bridegroom's
.Hllll.l‘t' of the prelliinary expense, Indeed, is not
nearly so great as that of the bride or her

parents.  RBut there are men who find wedding
sarments and a honeymoon trip a burden that
needs no addition.  Upon what Hem would they
suve If the license fee were doubled? Probably
the minister would be the first to suffer,  His
fee depends, as It Is, upon the good feeling of
the glver. He cannot, or, at any rate, does not,
demand it in advanee: like the physician, he
takes his chance of belng paii. There are those
who appear to think that anything savorihg of
religlon should be free, and thia Is u great salve
te consclence In treating the minister meanly.—
i Philadelphia Public Ledger.

Chats With Virginia Editors ,

Saye the Bristol Hernld-Courler:
indicted for an escapade
I he could not  commit,

lvose from the ‘job of his 1life, with Van
lllnrn ‘Interned’ behind  the ten of dinmonds
:fm‘ the war, and with Billy Sunday chasing

“With
which the law
with  Jerome pried

Thaw
savs

the dovil out of Phlladelphia, It docs look
ke the whirllgiz of time Is bringing in
revenges”  Not to speak of Theodore 1loose-
| velt, interned at Oyster Bay and sclf-lanbeled
! n private eitlzen of the privotest sorl™
! It is the common bellef that
I have a lot to rich.
| tha West Polnt News.
| kunow  men who really have
P amil ¥et you never think of
Theéro are many such men, and
money they are not rich. The
D them are always just a Httle more
;v:m stand, They are just as far from belng
b rich as the man wha earns but 3125 n day
voand finds his expenses 5140 a day. It is just
A8 casy to be rich as to he pot lespoect-
fully  referred  to  that  econsbderable  number
| of persons who have not yet acquired a sat-
|isfactory solution of o vexed problem,
b

must

nin
that so
you not
of money
as rieh?
with all thelr
demands on
than they

3

Is
e A
lot
them

of money Laae
HE L)

i

Here's a warning, furnished
| River Clarion, to the gulleless
tieated, some of whom, It is
times, llve here in Rlchmond:
ent parts of the country come storles of n
swindle successfully worked on farmers, who
F‘.llnunhl they were going to get cheap gro-
| cerles.  Two smooth strangers went through
| the communities taking orders for a house
!in Uhicago, pretemding to eell a  standard
ihrmni of sugar and tlour so  chewply that
L every farmer visited toolkk from $10 to  $60
, worth, and other things besldes. Because of
the low pl'ilcf's the flour and sugar had: to be
| 'pald In advance” It 13 alleged that in one
Veommunity the  swindlers  picked up  some
1000, and no groceries  dellvered” Moral?
By from the merchants who advertise their
\\-:n‘r--s in the Clarlon. They ean’t run awiuy.

by the James
and unsophils-
thought some-

“Fromn differ-

| The Voice of the People

ity Department.

Wants Auwdit of
The *

T ¢ FKditor of imes-1Mspateh:

I.:‘Efl!r—l note “Taxpaver' is In favor of the

lease of the Clty Gas Works because 1t would

put into ecireulation in Richmomnd within three
D ovenrs from 8500000 to $1,000,000, nnqri_v alto-

Eether among the lnboring classes.  So far, so

oo,

1“nllnln\\'»\'»-r. befo galng too far, I, as a tax-
! o, would Uk v RDow exactly just what the

Department o Iy is earning—net, I mean-—

wovenr, after nll mprovements-—“betterments’™ 1
1o o they are called by publie service com-
panles—are deducted from operating cost, Andd

I wonld alse like to know, as u taxpaver, if
cintion s aceounted for in the annual gas

| 5. Also, again, the State O In @ measure
the city—mets nothing in the way of tax from

These.should be properly charged

the property.
e gas used by

nmainst the works as well as any
the city.
‘h\\"h‘\'s not have an audit of the Gas Works?
Whether it were over leased or not, [ i
our clilzens would like o know ex o
this publle property stands n gecount  with
them. A NOTER.

| Kichmond, February 12, 1915,

Guarding Agalnst Submnrinens.
To the Fditor of The Times-Dispateh:
Sir-—A way to guard agalnst submarines wan

sugzested to the writer, remembering how we
hovs, when bathing, would place ourselves
distant from canch other and, with ears utder

witer, communleate with vach other by tapping
slones Ltogether under water. Water fs n
much hetter conductor of s=ound than alr
the sound waves In the water from the sub-
marine's propeller would go out loudly in all
directions for miles. Surely sclence could con-
trive a means to catch them without putting
the ear under water.

Then, some network around the threatened
ship could be drawn lmpervious to the s=ub-
nurine, or that would explode the torpedo out-
slde of dangerous proximlty to the ship.

I not this entirely practicable? ,

BERKELEY MINOR

Staunton, Va.,, Februnry 13, 1915,

Might to Dissent From Party.

I'To the BEditor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,—Tt is difficult to understand your attitude,
y and your open adveocacy of same, toward Demmo-
| eratic npposition to the President’s ship-purchase
hill, | o not wish to discuss the merits or
| denterits of this bill At all, but 1 de w!ah. ta
take Issue with vou when you deny to a Con-
gressman the right to vote on any hill nceord-
ing to his own judgment Just because he happens
to be ldentified with a party the leaders of
| which desire that he shall vote a certain dif-

ferent way,

ls it possibla that The Times-Dispatch {8 so
partisan In its views—and policies that it ean
| demand that the free representatives of the

| people shall vote as directed by the leader or
lesdders of a certaln party, even though (t he
contrary to their sincerest convietions and
| beliefs? It meems that this is the only eon-
clusion to arrive at from the nature of your
soveral editorials on thls subject, In one of
| which von denounce the Democratic opponenta
of the above bhill aa traltors to their party, and
' ostill another expreas the hope that the Prest-
| dent may be able to find some means of enfore-
ing “party disclpline” in regard to those mem-
hers of the party who refuse to vote as he
desires them,
Now, such demands are contrary to all prin-

viples  af Demoeracy. We may question the
5 erity of such members, hut never thelr in-
nlienable right to vote thelr honest convietions,

We do not send our representatives to Wash-
ington to vote at the direction of any one man
| or set of men, but 1o aect on any subject nccorid-
ing to their own diseretion and judgment. Anw
other attitude in thie matter belongs properly
o the days of polltical bosses and ring rule.
Though, unfortunately, there are comparatively
, few of us who ourselvey vote for issues abso-
Iutely Independently of party lines, there are,
fortunately, still fewer of us who are willing
that our representatives should be aubjeect to
t Yparty rule” versus “the rule of reason.”
) HARTER F. WRIGHT.

Richmond, February 12, 1015,

Queries and Answers

RNaleigh.
! Please tell me whether “Raleigh' or “Ralegh”
! ig the correct spelling of Sir Walter's name.
i MISS T. B,

The former is employed by the large majority
of writers, We do not just now recall any ex-
cept Blreh, Edwards and Oldys who inslst upon
the latter.

Parcels Font.
Please tell me the rate on fifty pounds
| parcels post to a place seventy miles from Rieh-
| mond, T. T. POWERS.
| Fifty-four cents.  The post-office will glve
vou a rate sheet covering the whole matter.
Marringe License,

Must the bride be a resident of Virginin or
declare her Intentlon to become a realdent in’
order to procure marriage llcensa In thia Stafe?

No. SUBSCRIBER,

A Problem.

I"'lease tell me how to get this problem.
vide $1 between two persons so ns to glve one
one-third more than the other, Ry

About the simplest way Is to divido the dol-
lar In two equal parta and add one sixth to ona
| and subtract one-alxth from the other. This
{ will glve G0 cents plus 8 1-% cenls for one part
[ and 60 cents minus 8§ 1-3 cents for the other,
{ or 58 1-3 cents and 41 2-3 cents,

Di-

fs |

by |

Lor of having to approach within n few

| the cave

S0 |

WHERE THE HOUSE DIVIDES

One of the Day’s Best Cartoons.

From the Pittshurch Dispatch

FROM CATAPULT TO CORDITE :

When the first man, In the old Stone! volume still further.
Age thousandy of years ago, threw his
first Javelln against n halry mammoth
he put his foot over the thresheld of
the problem of explorives, snvs a writer
In the Philadelphin Public Ledger, For

It may he sug
(0 that there s no obvious reasoen
even o gudden amd enormous ex-
pansion shotld canse the o
vxplusion.  And the suggest
| Just,

It Is only when they are confined that

foen I8 quite

sxplosives are really dangerous, Gun-
It scemeod to him-——and our feellngs to-1 noweler burned in the open merels
day are with htin—that it would beliiuses o noise like Ypoufl” and burns
more pleasurable It onéiconkd Hurt nndl quiekly,  Guncotion i be Lurned oy

kIl one’s enemy without the gratuitous | . hand—Iit {s not to Le recamuendid
thrill of having to sl on the mausive a8 a fashionahble hobby—without wns
tuxlk on the verge of a cnvernous mouth, serious  Inconvenlence Indecd, pun-
powder was first paed as an Incendlary
composition.  But a flrewnrk or a4 ecun
charged with sunpowder will explode
with A loud report and may cause fatal
waonnre

paces

uf the huge legs which might
Ly

next moment descend upon him. It
wottld more convenient o stand ot
entrance on a dizzy lodge of
rock, and hurl wennon 6t the distant

thes

“HHEbh” nod “Low" Kaplosives.

GTemy,
: 1 Gunpowder ia the hest-Kiown eox-
Chemienl Catapult. usive mixture It §a made from the
8o man was driven to nvent the | tommonest tngredients -carbon, suil
catapult; and a gun is merely o chemi- | phure and saltpetie,  There are several
eal eatapult. The trigger I pulled back " nodiications of  gunpowsder, 0 ey
ke the leather of the catapult, and nultrates heing substituted for ahe sall-
the sudden and extraordinary vXpati- | prtre—potassium nitrite 'Chis nitentes
slon of the explosive corresponds 1 ive the oayien to the misture, withe
the elasticity of the pubber or spring, | out which it would not burn at. sl
the essentinl feature of both fusten- other explosive mixtures centalning
ments heing the emplovment of some chlorates which have the same anount
sourece of more than human power O 0Xygen ae soltpetre and the nitrates
whish van be made to sleld up (ts eper- The different powders are used In it g
E¥ at o given moment in the required  2rent clreomstances where aomore vio.
Wiy, enl wr oa slower or a safe explosive i-
Exploslves are. therefore, tablojg roaulted For It s not always the
energy or power, and it 18 a just re- Bie effect which one asks from an ex

minder of the fact that some substunees plosive.  Velouits
e eaplosive generally, whereas quite
number or things .may he
mide explosive by some pavticulnr

My at times be sac
tifleed, aay, in faver of a hilgher weileht
ol common shell iunpowder {s o “law
explosive; fts explosion is slow and s

o commaoan

of treatment. When water hoilg Gvattls !a‘:*.-« yiolenttyvdiszuy ive
the fire there is nn o explosion as it Is 4 I"""“"”_"!"' 1 .“, “r”.} bl tha hesi
changed {nto steam, hut M the spont SROWR YRIEWT explosi dithe name
Were Ben 0N IO e WheIA 6T ARG AV AL e fdoes not stand for one partle ..l'|.'-_' sub-
coUld Be chaniced nto] stonm 1L shes stance, hut for a large class, wlich
nd there wonld be an explosion, And Y% _l", eftent, '“]_m'i'_' ”’"?“l:' AT
the instunce is good becnuse 1t is really 00 WhHith dre geaerally dsed for blast.
i kitchen model or a voleann, More. [DE
over, steam guns were uaed In Amerfen Germany's New Eaplosive,
in the sixties, Giuntotton may he described as o
The essential e of an explosive n te of cottbn wonl  cwhiehh  the
I8, then, the violént release of some |« nist would eall collulose:. Hith
pent-up thing: just the opposite from nitroglyeerin and guncotton are less
this standpoint of the catapult, which useful in explosiy themselve than
works by allowing a distended thing— thelr derivi although Russla and
the clastic—to contract suddenly, the I'nited States use cong el wel
whereas all explosives release i com- ERncatton in their high-explosive
pressed thing The release eives prise  shells One aof the most famons de-
[ Meo.an oir wave and this, of course, is ! riy 8 Is the smokeless prhpellant
vaperlenced ns w xoutad. It is the sound  ds=ed by the Hritish army and  navs,
which s popularly ealled an exploslon. cordit

Whnt Is “Tanhlold Foree'¢ Germany s reported to be using In

Now, it has been sald that an explo- [ the present war o new' explosive
glve Is tabloid foree, power, enerey | 1ta chemieal name 1 teinitro-toluene
Tlow it is made avallable? 1s It ens (pivrie neld is enlled trinitro-carbolic),

to follow the mechanism of an l‘.\]rln-l‘-iﬂ It s commonly ecalled T. N, T, or,
slve further. Lsplosives as commnonly | in Germany, Tyroty), It is not at all
ured nre solid subetances, which, Ly | new, In facy, a well-knowt member
hurning. produce nhnust instantaneous-  of a serles of aromatle explosiver ind
I¥ an extraordinary liirge volume of | toluens Ja a derivative of coal tar. It

The heat and pressure of o has long been Known that it much
blow ecause the burning to start. and Improved the ordinary detonators, and

the burning alse produces heat, which, |
nertlne uwpon the waves, increases tha |

THE VALUE OF

WASHINGTON, Fehruary 13, —
Among the zoological artleles in Iho[

that detoniators
were belng

BIRDS TO MAN

and thelr usefulnessein the premserva-
tion of health _and ellmination of dis-

nade with T,
In Germnany,

N

Smithsonian annual report is “one "":m'r‘:-:umrknhle instances of the bhirds
the value of birds to man, in which the ! service to man 'include the Introdue-
#uthor, James Buckland, of I,nnr!-m,islun of the English sparrow Into New
makes the astounding statement that | 422bind with the resulting elimination

| of the thistle and the caterplllar which
although man imagines himsell the! wore rulning the land aned crops, and
dominant power of the earth, he Is the saving of Australinn agriculture
nothing of the sort; the true lords of  from the grasshoppers by the atraw-
the universe being the insects.  TPor | necked Ibls, in Individual crowa  of
although man has attalned predomi-| which an average of 2,400 Erasshop-
nance over the most flerce and power-| pers was found., The story of Freder-
ful anlmals and most deadly reptiles, | lek the Great, whereln ho (& alleged 1o
he and his works would be of little | have ordered all small birds killed Lo-

avall before an attack of inscets, which
include a greater number of specles
than all other living creatures com-
bined, Some 300,000 species have been
deseribed, while possibly  twlee that
number =till remain unknown,

The author ssyvs that these incompu-
tnble hordes feed on nearviy all living
animals and practically all plants, and
multiply into prodigious numbers in an
Ineredibly  short time, Computations
show that one species developlng thir-
teen generations a yvear would, If un-
checked to the twelfth generation, mul-
tiply to ten sextillions of Individunals; |
while n single pair of the well—lumwni'
gEvpsy moths, if unchecked, would pro- |
duee In cight years enough progeny 1o | noney wera pald out that a specinl
destroy all the folinge of the Uinited | session of the Legislature was called
States.  One palr of potato bugs, hejto repeal the act before the State went
sintes, would develop, unchecked, 60,- bankrupt. In 1912 Lord Kitchener
noo.000 in a single _Faason, at whh'h!mrimecl out the necessily of prohibit-
riste of multiplication the potato plant [ing the destruction of certnin Egyptian
would not long survive, birds which prevented Insect pests,

According to Mr. Buckland's artiele,! In closing Mr. Ruckland males a plea
ingsecty are quite as astounding in their | for the preservation of Aall hirdd as n
conguming qualities as in thelr rate of valunble natural resource, statlng that
Inerease: a eaterpillar eats twiee its | If their destruction is not checked,
welght in leaves w day, and, In propor- | there will be wrought a mlschief, a
tion, a horse would consume a ton of | univeranl disaster, greater than words
hay in twenty-four hours. Certain | ¢can express, .
flesh-eating larvae consume 200 times
thelr original weight In twenty-four
hours; in this manner an infant wouln
devour LLOD pounds of ment durlng
the first day of s life, It is reported
by a specialist, that the food tnken by
a silkworm in Afly-six days équals

ciause the sparrows had pecked at sone
of hig cherries, and the resulting lack
of fruit. but fne erop of eaterpilin s
two rears later, proves a graphic les-
fon.  The “Sealp Act” of Ponnsyivanis
which paid in hounties 890,000 for 1))
extermination of hawks nnd owls, los
for the State $3,540,000 In domage to
agriculture due Lo the Inerense of smanil
rodents which resulted, When Montang
Wik free from hawks and owls it he-
{l.-mnu s0 overrun with destruective ro-
|tdents that the Leglsluture offered re-
| wards for them—na task which the
banished hawks and owls had per-
formed free of charge. . Rut Auring
the frst gix months such large sums of

|.
|
i
|

Wnarning to Lotharion,
(Clnelnnatl Times-Star,)
A Malne Jury has awarded a woman
$116,000 damages for hreach of promise,
Mickle gentlemen had  best beware,

86,000 times Ita original weight, Al <¥8 M'""_‘: H0 goox the patlon,'

of which facts show what tremendous T —

destruction Insects may cause. Does Seem TPecullar,
Through its predominating Inscot (St. Panl Dispaten,)

diet, and on ncount of e exceedingly
rapld dlgestion, the hird becomes the
moat indispensable balanting force of
nature; without its asslstance, man,
with his poizons, the weather, and.ani-
mals, as well as the parasitlie preda-
ceoud Insects, would he helplesa, The
author then states how the bird Is a
benefit to man in n great number of
ways: In chacking Insect Invastons, In

Isn’t it peeuliay how the belliger-
ents always seem  so waell informed
about the enemy's losses in battle, hut

can’t summon up enough nerve Lo tell
about their own?
——— e =
What's the Matter With 7. n.r
(Anaconda Standard.)
Perhaps  Colonel Roorovelt's most
conspleuons act this winter I8 him non-

presorving forests and orchards: thelr | announcement of a dotormination 1o
sorvice In the meadowsa amd gardens; | lick gomehody or something to a fraz-
thelr wvalue

in protecting llve stock, zlo,

————



